Tenors to take opera to the townships

NATASHA PRINCE
Staff Reporter

THEY have entertained high-
profile politicians, dignitaries
and international celebrities
such as Oprah Winfrey, Chris
Rock and Mariah Carey, and
provided smooth vocals at
some spectacular parties.

Now four young men from
Gugulethu are focusing their
efforts at home, performing for
people in the sprawling Cape
Town township and aiming to
become role models for other
South Africans.

Mpendulo Yawa, Siyabulela
Gqgola, Xolani November and
Loyiso Dlova, the Gugulethu
Tenors, have performed at pres-
tigious concerts in the city and
at top concert halls across the
country
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But the quartet has been
yearning to do more shows for
the Gugulethu community and
in other parts of Cape Town.

The four vocalists’ successes
have roots in their younger
years when they formed part of
their high school choir.

Talent scouts selected
Ggola, November and Dlova to
enter a music competition
called the Prompt Voice Search.

They performed as a group
and won first place for the best
group category. .

They later won first prize at
the Nyanga Junction Golden

Voice Competition, then first
place at the Tygervalley Star
Search competition, second
prize at the Westgate Mall
Voice Search competition and
first prize at the Langa Gospel
competition.

When the friends hit the
music scene, they were first
known as Fez Tenors and later
they became known as the
Three Young Tenors.

When they were joined by
Yawa, in 2007, they changed
their name again.

The tenors said it was
difficult for many people to
understand the depth of the
ensembles they perform,

because not many people were .

exposed to opera and classical
music.

“But we're trying to intro-
duce our own styles, like cover

versions of (opera star
Luciano) Pavarotti’s works
combined with our own loeal
Gugs sounds,” November said.

The four say they listen to
all genres of music ranging
from kwaito to hip hop to rock
n’ roll, but little moves and
intrigues them like the sound
of classical and choral music.

The tenors dream of mak-
ing their passion accessible to
residents in areas like
Gugulethu, but resources are
often an issue.

But the friends remain opti-
mistic and are revved up to per-
form at the Heritage Day Con-
cert at the V&A Waterfront’s
Amphitheatre this weekend.

@® The tenors will be per-

’ forming at the amphitheatre on

September 24 at 4pm.
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